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In May we celebrated the Coronation of King Charles 111 and his wife Queen Camilla in London. To see 

the historic ceremonial robes, military costumes and banners on display was a feast for the eyes and the fine 

embroidery and goldwork was a joy to behold. 

The Coronation Service at Westminster Abbey 

The Coronation service took place at Westminster 

Abbey which is a royal church and a World Heritage 

site with over a thousand years of history. Since 1066, it 

has been the location of the Coronations of 40 English 

and British monarchs and a burial site for 18 English, 

Scottish and British monarchs. 

King Charles and Camilla arrived at the Abbey in 

procession from Buckingham Palace, known as the 

“King's Procession”. After the service had taken place, 

the couple returned to the palace, where they were 

joined by other members of the royal family.  

They made a family appearance on the balcony to conclude the day's ceremony. 
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Queen Camilla arrived to be crowned in the same Robe of State used by Queen Elizabeth II at the 1953 

Coronation. She chose to wear the crimson robe for the start of the ceremony, in keeping with The King’s 

desire for as much of the event as possible to be sustainable. 

The robe was made of crimson velvet and has been conserved by Ede 

and Ravenscroft. The Robe of State is worn for arrival at the Abbey 

for the Coronation. It is exchanged at the end of the service for the 

Robe of Estate which is made of purple silk velvet. 

 

The Dress  

Queen Camilla wore a white coat dress, designed by Bruce Odfield, 

with an embroidered underskirt underneath. The long-sleeve dress was 

made from silk fabric with a matt finish with delicate gold and silver 

embroidery of flowers such as daisy chains, forget-me-nots, celandine, 

and scarlet pimpernel, which are meant to represent the King and 

Queen’s love of nature.  

 

On the hem of the underskirt and cuffs are 

flower emblems from the United Kingdom's 

four nations, including a rose, a thistle, a 

daffodil and a shamrock. She finished the 

look with silk shoes from Elliot Zed. 

The Robe of Estate 

This new robe was designed and hand 

embroidered by the Royal School of 

Needlework, while the robe itself was made 

by Ede and Ravenscroft who are the oldest 

tailors in London, established in 1689. 

The piece is made of a majestic purple 

velvet, matching King Charles's Robe of 

Estate. Its gold embroidery features the 

Queen's cypher, the United Kingdom's 

national emblems and symbols of nature, the 

last of which reflects the couple's deep 

"affection for the natural world". 

Buckingham Palace said in a statement, 

“These naturalistic illustrations include bees, 

a beetle, and plenty of flora”. 

The embroidered flowers also have a special 

meaning to Camilla; the Lily of the Valley 

was one of Queen Elizabeth's favourites and 

was also included in Camilla's 2005 wedding 

bouquet and the Delphinium is one of 

Charles's favourites as well as the birth flower for July, Camilla's birth month. 



Blackwork Journey Blog, June 2023 

 

3 

Blackwork Journey © 

To look in close detail at the robes and 

Coronation jewels of King Charles 111 and 

Queen Camilla there is an excellent article by the 

Court Jeweller at; 

 

https://thecourtjeweller.com/2023/05/coronation-

jewela-of-king-charles-iii-and-queen-camilla.html 

 

They are incredible and convey the majesty of 

this special occasion. 

 

 

The Stole Royal and Girdle were created and 

embroidered by the Royal School of Needlework from 

a design created by Timothy Noad, Herald Painter at 

the College of Arms, overseen by Garter King of 

Arms. 

The Stole Royal and Girdle - Royal School of 

Needlework (royal-needlework.org.uk) 

Image credit: Prudence Cuming Fine Art Photography 

courtesy of The Girdlers’ Company 

 

Meaningful embroidery 

Creating embroidery for our own special occasions does not need to be as complicated as those for a state 

occasion, but if you do stitch a special piece, why not add initials and the date so that one hundred years 

from now it can be identified and admired.  

We look at samplers from bygone eras and wonder about the embroiderers who created them. What 

materials did they use, what conditions were the needlewomen living in? Where did they get their patterns, 

what was the lighting like? In the same way people will look back over our lives and wonder. 
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I not only design for Blackwork Journey, 

but I also create pieces that have special 

memories for me. 

EB0009 “Sublime Stitches” is one such 

project. It reflects my personal journey 

exploring stitches and techniques. The 

patterns are scattered across the fabric as a 

“spot” sampler that would have been 

popular during the Elizabethan era. The 

alphabets reflect the school room of the 

18th century and a reference to some old 

samplers in my collection and the different 

techniques which I have explored and 

developed over my years of teaching. 

 

I have stitched the design on two fabrics 

so that if you choose to create a sampler of 

your own, you will find a fabric you are 

comfortable working with.  

 

EB0010 “Sublime Stitches” Aida has been 

designed for Aida blockweave fabric. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do I create my own samplers? 

 

Creating your own design is not difficult.  

 

1. First of all, consider what the sampler is designed for – is it a family tree, a special occasion or a reminder 

of things that are important to you and your family.  

2. Write all your initial ideas down in a notebook. Additional ideas can be added to the list at this stage but 

once the sampler has been planned out this can be difficult to do later on. 

For example, my grandson is an excellent swimmer and my granddaughter is training to be a vet. Can I find 

a motif to represent their interests? 

3. Consider what fabric and threads will be used as this can determine what other techniques can be 

incorporated. 

4. Do you want to add a saying, a quote or deliver a message? Write it down and count the number of letters 

involved. This is usually the largest section. 

5. What techniques do you want to include? This can vary from simple cross stitch to the addition of pulled 

thread work, whitework embroidery or kogin.  

6. Having thought through what is to be included in the sampler, how can the design be graphed?  
















